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May 18,2012

Dear Nevada OB-GYNs:

The Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Agency (SAPTA) is required through the Federal
Block Grant to provide admission priorities and set aside a percentage of the funding for women
involved in substance abuse treatment at programs funded through this agency. Below is useful
information regarding the program services and priorities for providing pregnant women access to
substance abuse treatment.

Pregnant Women Preferences:

SAPTA funded providers agree to ensure that each pregnant woman be given preference in admission
to treatment facilities; and, when the facility has insufficient capacity, to ensure that the pregnant
woman be referred to the State, which will refer the woman to a facility that does have capacity to
admit the woman. If no such facility has the capacity to admit the woman, the provider will make
available interim services within 48 hours, including a referral for prenatal care (See 42 U.S.C. §300x-
27 and 45 C.F.R. §96.131).

1. Requirements Regarding Admissions Preference and Waiting List
A. Provide admissions preference to treatment as follows:
i. To pregnant injecting drug users first

il. To other pregnant substance abusers second
iii. To other injecting drug users third
iv. To all other individuals fourth

Additionally, as required by policy, providers must contact SAPTA for assistance in obtaining
placement for pregnant women if the programs’ efforts have not been successful.

2. If applicants have no capacity to admit the individual on the date of the request, then applicants
must make interim services available within 48 hours that:
A. Must include, at a minimum, counseling and education about HIV and tuberculosis (TB),
the risks of needle-sharing, the risks of transmission to sexual partners and infants, and
steps that can be taken to ensure that HIV transmission does not occur; referral for HIV and
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TB treatment services, if necessary; and counseling on the effects of alcohol and other drug
use on the fetus for pregnant women and referrals for prenatal care for such women.

B. May include interim methadone maintenance as authorized by section 1976 of the Public
Health Services Act and the applicable regulations.

SAPTA requires all funded programs (see attached list) to admit pregnant women in the priority order.

Providing Specialized Services for Pregnant Women and Women with Dependent Children:
SAPTA is required to expend not less than an amount equal to the amount expended by the State for
FY 1994, to establish and/or maintain new programs or expand and/or maintain the capacity of existing
programs to make available treatment services designed for pregnant women and women with
dependent children; and, directly or through arrangements with other public or nonprofit entities, to
make available prenatal care to women receiving such treatment services, and to make available child
care while the women are receiving services (See 42 U.S.C. §300x-22(b)(1)(C) and 45 C.F.R.
§96.124(c)(e)).

A pregnant woman and women with dependent children are provided these additional services
currently at two treatment programs receiving set-aside funding through the Federal Block Grant.

Funded providers are required to provide:

1. Primary medical care for women who are receiving substance abuse services, including prenatal
care, and while women are receiving such treatment, child care.

2. Primary pediatric care for their children including immunizations.

3. Gender specific substance abuse treatment and other therapeutic interventions for women that
may address issues of relationships, sexual and physical abuse and parenting, and child care
while the women are receiving these services.

4. Therapeutic interventions for children in custody of women in treatment which may, among
other things, address their developmental needs, and their issues of sexual and physical abuse
and neglect.

5. Sufficient case management and transportation services to ensure those women and their
children have access to the services referenced above.

Westcare, Nevada Inc. in Las Vegas and Step 2 in Reno receive funding from SAPTA for these
services. (Contact information is on the attached list).

If you have any questions please let me know.

Sincerely,

s e

Dr. Tracey Green
State Health Officer

Enclosure
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